




Marxism
I.Marx believed that he had put the explanation of historical development on a scientific footing, thus enabling mankind to predict the future development of society with scientific accuracy.


A.Fusion of German philosophy, French political theory, and 


   British economics


     1.Connection with Enlightenment


           a.Rejection of religion



 b.Reason/science



 c.Objective: better world for the “people”


B.Philisophical element taken from Hegel:


     1.Reality on state of affairs but an on-going historical process


     2.Key to understanding reality is understanding historical 


        process


     3.Historical change not random but obeys a discoverable law


     4.The discoverable law is the dialectic: repeated triadic


        movement of thesis, antithesis and synthesis


     5.Alienation keeps this law perpetually in operation by 

                   ensuring an end to each stage as result of internal 

                   contradictions


     6.Process is not under control of human beings but is driven

                  by internal laws; human beings are swept along by process


     7.Process will continue until situation is reached in which all

                  internal contradictions have been resolved; there will no 

                  longer be alienation, and therefore no longer any force 

                  promoting change


     8.Human beings will then be able for the first time to take

                  their destiny into their own hands and will themselves 

                  become the arbiters of change


     9.This will for the first time make human freedom and

                   self-fulfilment  possible


**10.The form of society within which this freedom will be 

                  exercised, and self-fulfilment achieved, will not be the

                  atomized society of independently functioning individuals


        that is envisaged by liberals, but an organic society in which

                  individuals are absorbed into a whole that is much bigger, 

                  and therefore more fulfilling, than their own separate lives

C.But, took from philosopher Ludwig Feuerbach the idea that  

Reality is at its base not spiritual, but rather material

     1.Marx was a “materialist,” not an “idealist”

     2.Add “dialectic” to “materialism” and get 

        “historical materialism”

           a.Also called “dialectical materialism”


 b.Funtioned according to “historical inevitability”


D.Economics is driving force of dialectic


     1.Must have food, clothing and shelter


           a.Production of these things cannot be avoided


     2.As soon as “means of production” advance beyond primative

                  state, it becomes in the interest of the individual to specialize

                     a.Benefits all


          b.Become dependent on one another



c.This interdependency is “society”

               3.An individual’s relation to the means of production 

                  determine how he/she lives

            *4.Gives rise to social classes and conflict between them



a.All history is the history of “class conflict”

              5.Means of production are in constant change

                    a.Therfore, relations between people and means of 

                       production also in continual motion

                    b.With each major change in means of production, the

                      composition of social classes changes

II.Marx saw industrial capitalism as last stage of historical development before creation of conflict-free society

     A.Technological advances would put more and more workers out of 

        Work and drive wages down

 
1.Masses—“proletariate” would become more numerous  

            (And more alienated from means of production)


2.While proletariate becomes larger and more impoverished, the

             ownership of means of production would be concentrated into

             fewer and fewer hands

          3.Would increasingly polarize society into two classes

               a.Conflict would grow

     B.Overwhelming superiority number workers—they rise up

              and overthrow capitalists and take means of production into

              their own hands


1.The “end of history”

        *2.No more social classes—means of production owned by all



a.No class—conflict-free society

          3.No nead for govt., only administration (planned economy

*******4.No longer coerced by uncontrollable forces or govt, human

                 beings free to fulfill  themselves

     C.While entering this phase:


1.A vanguard or avant-garde of the intelligentsia will form and

                understanding of what was happening and lead revolution


2.Workers will evolve until they reach state of 


       “class consciousness” 

          3.Intermediate phase—“dictatorship of the proletariate” until

                reach state where people realize they are not individuals but 


      rather part of the collective (the state will then “wither away”)


          a.Concept of the “individual” is bourgeois construct (as are

                     “rights” of the individual—liberalism, in fact, is a bourgeois



 construct created by capitalist class relations etc.

         4.Example: French Revolution


       a.Means of production Middle Ages?


       b.Class relations?


       c.Evolution of market capitalism?


       d.Emergence industrial capitalism—Why was 18th/19th 


          century bourgeoisie revolutionary?


       e.Liberalism created…?


*****f.End of 19th century—failures of liberalism

                g.Marxism increasingly appealing—was “scientific” and 



  modern (present and future)




Quotations

“The Philosophers have only interpreted the world in various ways; the point is to change it.”

“From each according to his ability, to each according to his needs”

“What the bourgeoisie produced…is its own gravediggers.  Its fall and the victory of the proletariate are equally inevitable.”

“Religion is the opium of the people.”

“The proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains.”

“Working men of the world unite!”

